
 

UNITED EFFORT FOR 7 GENERATIONS  

  
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
  
CONTACT:  Jim Beer,  
Rising Nation Coordinator  
 

(267) 424-3557  

CONTACT: Roberta (Robin) Hoose,     (610) 296-1419   
Rising Nation Publications and Media  
robin.hoose@villanova.edu 
 
RISING NATION RIVER JOURNEY  
  

     On August 24, 2002 an historic event took place at the Pennsbury Manor, the former estate 
of William Penn in Morrisville, Bucks County Pennsylvania, that marked a new beginning of 
brotherhood between the Lena'pe Nation Indian Tribe of Pennsylvania and the people that 
neighbor the Delaware River.  A treaty of renewed brotherhood was signed by the Lena'pe and 
a number of organizations:  environmental groups, churches, historical societies, and sincerely 
committed individuals, who wish to actively support the Lena'pe culture and to help sustain  
their people, language, and way of life. The signing was prefaced by an equally historic and 
monumental three-week canoe journey, which began at the top of the Delaware River in 
Hancock, N.Y. and culminated in Cape May, NJ.  It was agreed that the re-signing of the 
Treaty, as well as the River Journey, would take place every four years.   It was, in fact, 
renewed in 2006 with the same spirit and vigor.   
 
   It is now 2010 and time to make that wonderful journey, both physically and in Spirit, 
once again! This year's trip will begin, near the head of the Delaware River in Callicoon, New 
York on Saturday, July 31, 2010 and will culminate on August 14, 2010 in Cape May, New 
Jersey.  The Treaty signing will take place on August 21, 2010 at The University of 
Pennsylvania’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology in Philadelphia.  Please help us to 
spread the word that all are welcome to join us on the river and   all committed individuals and 
organizations are invited to join our "Rising Nation" and sign the Treaty of Renewed 
Friendship (formerly Treaty of Renewed Brotherhood)!   
   
 Attached for your information are articles and documents from the 2002 and 2006 Rising 
Nation River Journey.  Brochures are available upon request.  Contact: 
 
Jim Beer:  Rising Nation Coordinator:    (215)257-0389  
Robin Hoose:  Rising Nation Publications and Media:   (610) 291-1430  
 

Check for updates: www.lenapenation.org. 
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 On August 24, 2002 an historic event took place at the Pennsbury Manor, the former estate of 
William Penn in Morrisville, Bucks County, Pennsylvania, that marked a new beginning of 
brotherhood between the Lena'pe Indian Tribe and the people that neighbor the Delaware River.  
A treaty of renewed brotherhood was signed by the Lena'pe and a number of organizations: 
environmental groups, churches, historical societies, and sincerely committed individuals, who 
wish to actively support the Lena'pe culture and to help sustain their people, language, and way of 
life. The signing was prefaced by an equally historic and monumental three-week canoe journey, 
which began at the top of the Delaware River in Hancock, N.Y. and culminated in Cape May, NJ.  
It was agreed that the re-signing of the Treaty, as well as the River Journey, would take place 
every four years and did so again in the year 2006. 
 It is now 2010 and time to make that wonderful journey, both physically and in Spirit, once 
again! This year's trip will begin near the head of the Delaware River in Callicoon, New York on 
Saturday, July 31, 2010 and will culminate in Cape May, New Jersey with a Lena’pe cultural 
event on Saturday, August 14th.  The Treaty signing will take place on Saturday, August 21st at 
the University of Pennsylvania’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology in Philadelphia.  
All are welcome to join us on the river.  And all committed individuals and 
organizations are invited to join our "Rising Nation" and sign the Treaty of 
Renewed Friendship (formerly Treaty of Renewed Brotherhood)! 
 
Contact :    Jim Beer : Rising Nation Coordinator  (267) 424-3557 
Press package:  Roberta (Robin) Hoose: Rising Nation Publications and Media. 

Robin.hoose@villanova.edu 
 

Please check our website for updated information regarding the 
 daily itinerary and accommodations:  

www.lenapenation.org 
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Who Are the Lenape?                                                                                              
The Lena'pe people are the original inhabitants of Delaware, New Jersey, Eastern  
Pennsylvania, and Southern New York.  For over 10,000 years they have been the  
caretakers of these lands and of The River of Human Beings, more commonly  
known as the Delaware River.   
 
The Lena'pe were the first tribe to sign a treaty with the United States and the first tribe to have 
land set aside for them in New Jersey.  Over a period of 250 years, many Lena'pe people were 
removed and dispersed throughout the country.   Some took refuge with other tribes.  A large 
number of Lena'pe families remained in the homelands and continue the traditions of their 
ancestors up to our present day.  Today the Lena'pe people from all over Turtle Island are 
revitalizing their communities.  
  
Many place names in Pennsylvania are derived from the Lena'pe Language, such as Manyunk, 
Conshohocken, Neshaminy...to mention only a few. In the city of Philadelphia stands a statue of 
Chief Tamanend, a revered leader among the Lena'pe, who signed many treaties with William 
Penn.  The history of the Lena'pe is truly the history of Pennsylvania.  
 
The Treaty 
The Treaty states that those who sign acknowledge the Lena'pe as the indigenous caretakers of 
these lands and agree to support the Lena'pe Tribe in their unique way.  Although this is not a 
legal, binding document, it is an agreement of heart, mind and spirit. Its words carry the integrity 
of our ancestors and the hope of our children.  Those organizations and individuals who sign this 
treaty will forever be a part of our mutual history and the stories that we tell our children.  They 
must make the commitment to "stand up well" as a living testament to the fact that 
environmental, cultural, and historical awareness is the key to our future.  
 
Partners may support the Lena'pe people in one or more of the following ways: Hosting 
cultural/educational programs; Creating support for a Lena'pe cultural center; Assisting 
Lena'pe Language revival projects; Assisting in displays/exhibits of Lena'pe culture; Helping 
Lena'pe people to obtain and/or protect sacred land sites; Encouraging updated curriculum in 
public schools; Attending Lena'pe functions; Distributing information; Financial assistance; 
Assisting in obtaining state recognition for the Lena’pe people of Pennsylvania; Volunteering 
to assist with traditional gardening; youth camps and environmental projects. 
 
Goals 
The journey down the Lena'pe Sipu (Delaware River) is a joint effort to raise awareness, awaken 
the spirit, and bestow the past, environmentally, culturally and historically, to the future.  It is 
meant to promote the awareness that the Lena’pe people living in Pennsylvania are carrying on 
their traditions, culture and spiritual beliefs, and that they are engaged in numerous projects to 
provide practical ways for all citizens to respect and protect our homeland and the health, welfare 
and future of the next seven generations of our children. Our aim is to promote the awareness that 
the state of Pennsylvania is one of only a few states in this country that does not recognize its 
indigenous people and to invite citizens and political representatives to sign this treaty so that we 
may fulfill the dream envisioned by our founding fathers, William Penn and Chief Tamanend.  
Finally, we desire to put the fear, pain and humility of the past, behind us, once and for all, and to 
walk together into the future. 



 
 
 
 
Events and Needs  
The Rising Nation River Journey will start on Saturday, July 31, 2010 near the beginning of the 
Lena’pe Sipu (Delaware River) in Callicoon, New York. This journey will end on August 14, 
2010 in Cape May New Jersey. The signing of the Treaty of Renewed Friendship (formerly 
Treaty of Renewed Brotherhood) will take place on the August 21, 2010 at the University of 
Pennsylvania’s Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.   
 

Financial help is needed.  The Lena’pe are seeking donations and grants.   
We are a non-profit organization and donations are tax-deductible. 
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Lena’pe Rising Nation Coordinator 
Jim Beer:   (267) 424-3557 

 
Rising Nation Publications and Media 
Roberta (Robin) Hoose: 610) 291-1430 

Robin.hoose@villanova.edu 
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